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Abstract
This article aims to analyze the reality of prior control over investment projects through a
combined theoretical and empirical approach. The theoretical section examines the concept
and objectives of prior control, particularly its role in environmental protection and the
promotion of sustainable development, while also presenting its main procedural and planning
tools. From an empirical perspective, the study relies on a case study conducted in the Wilaya

of Sétif, tracing the trajectory of an investment project. The analysis reveals several

shortcomings that may negatively affect the effectiveness of control mechanisms as well as the
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overall investment climate. The findings suggest that prior control constitutes a key instrument
for balancing investment dynamics with environmental and economic sustainability.
However, improving its effectiveness requires stronger coordination between public
administrations, the digitalization of administrative procedures, and the reinforcement of field-
based control mechanisms.
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"Ex ante controls refer to those requirements, for example an expenditure or employment

decision, which must be approved or pre-specified by a supervisory body before

implementation. "
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